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The Rlchard Townley House
1407 Morris Avenuest '
Unionn Township, Union County, New Jersey

Owner (and occupant): Rilchard R, Townley

Dote of Erection: Minor unlt about 17703 main unlt
1815

Archltect: Unknown

Builders: (1) Gapt. Richard4 Townley (1736-1801)
and gz his son Jonathan Townley (1766~
1827

Present Conditlon: UOriginal, well maintained
Number of Storles:s Two and one-half, and cellar

Materials of Constructlion:

Foundation - stone masonry (main unit has
coursed ashlar above grade)

Exterior walls - timber frame, clapboarded
or shingled

Interior walls - lath and plaster on frame
studding

Chimneys = brick, bullt into Inslde of
gable end wallsy fircplaces have modern
brick refacing

Roof =~ gambrel on main wit, gable on
minor unit, all {(modern) wood shlngled
(dormer modern)

Historical Datas

The identity of the original owner of this
notable example of Colonial and post-Revolutionary
domestic architecture in the vicinity of the old town

#0Other houses on Morris Ave. have been surveyed as follows:

NJ=192 The Jonathan Townlewy House, cor. FPotter Ave.
NI=535 The James Townley House, cor. Green Lane.

¥I-515 "Liberty Hall" the Gov., Wllliam Livingston House
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of Elizabeth is established by search of title in
the public records, reporited as follows:

In hls will dated %1 Jul 1?0} and proved
27 August following, Richard? Townley‘\®/ of the
Borough of Ellzabeth, Essex County, "being in the
decline of 1life," becueathed Lo his (eldest) son
Jonathan Townley "the house and lot where T now

live", desgeribing the latter o8 bouwnded by a straight
Line fvom a walnut sapling near the road Jeading to
John 8tltel's mlll to an elm treec near the mein road
to Springfield (now Morris Ave.). ILikewiso to his
gon Jonathan he devised 40 acres of swamp meadow and .
the parcel of land "acrogs the rosd®. To his son
Clark Townley he left the house and land wiiere the
gaild son Jonathan then lived, b»elng some 50 or 60
acres, and a woodlot, The residue of the estate he
vequeathed to hils wife and daughters, and appointed
his friend William Woodruff, son Jonathan Townley

and son~in~law David Magle ag executbors,

(a) Richard? Townley, Captaln in First Regt, Hssex
County militia during the Revolution, was b, 22 or
27 Aug. 1736, d. 4 Aug., 1801 (gravestone® in Firgt
Presb, Chyd, Ellzebeth), eoldest son of ELf Inghamg
and Rebecca (Crane) Townley, grandscn of gharles'
Townley and pgrt. grandson of Col, Richard™ Townley

of Elizavethtown, N.J. He mar, lst Hachel Carpenter
and had issue: l. James b. 29 June 1760, accidentally
killed 1772; 2and 2, Rachel b, 12 Desc, 1763, d. 16 Nov,
1824, wf, of Henry Norris, He mar, Znd Hhoda Clark

vho d. 21 dJuly 1825 in 80tk yr. and had issuac: 8.
Jonathan of whom furthers 4, Phebe b, 20 Oct. 1768;

me David Magle; B. Clark b, 26 Nov, 17703 6. Rebecca b,
22 May 1772, m, Ben], Lalnez; 7, Rhwods b, 12 Apr. 1774,
ds 17763 B8, Sarah 3, 26 Oct. 1776, m. Wm. Crane; and

9 Elizabeth he 22 Aug. 1780, m. Jonathan M. Mecker.
(DshRe Linesge Zooks 88-265 and 113-40, John Littell,
First Settlers of Passalc Valley, 1852, pp. 434, ctc.)

# Inscriptions —=e-- In the purlal Grounds of the Filrst
Pros, Che and St, John's Ch. at Elizabeth, N.J., 1664~
1892, page 102,
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Jonathan® Townley(b) eldest son and
devises of Richard Townley as abovesaid, apparently
moved into the paternal homestead (here considered
upon the death of hls father in 1801. Evidently,
he erected the main unit of the present house aboub
1815 (as its details indicate) as sn addition to
the original house and inscrted the large windows
of the flrst astory of the latter to replace smaller
ones. By a deed of 4 Harch 1818, he conveyed 1t
for £2857 to (his son) Richard Townley, both being
of Union Township# describing the land as "formerly
owned by Richard Townley, doceased” and as being
some 5B2% acres fronting on the northeast side of
the Morris Turnpike road (now Horris Ave.).
Jonathan Townley was then (or at the date of his

will, 1827) living in the house which we have
surveyed as NJ-182, on the same slde of Morreis
Avenue.,

Richard® Townley(c) the grantee who
thus came into possession of the paternal home=
stead in 1818, evidently ocecupnlied the housethere-
after, being stlll at Union Township at the date of

(b) JonathanS Townley, be 13 Oct. 1766, de 29 Sept.
1827, gravestone In blfot Preaby. vhyd., Elizabeth,
¢ld. son of Richard Townley and hils second wife Rhods
Clark, He mar, 11 Dec, 1787 Phebe Hagle, who d. 25
Jan, 1837 in 70th yr., and had iszsue: 1. Richard, of
whom further; 2. Jonathan Jr, who m, Rheda lMagle and
d.%ePe; 3o Phevbe m. Col. Wm. Brown; 4, Mary m. Sam'l,
Plersony 5. Jolhn m. Eveline Nutman; and &, Hebecca .
Ichabed Ogdon, (Littell, cited above).

#nion Twp, created 1808 from ¥llzabethtown, was included
in the new County of Union in the divisilon of Essex Co,.
1837,

(c) Richarda® Townley, son of Jonathan and Phebe (Magle)
Townley abovessaid, mar. Hannah Wade, dau. of Jonas Wade
Esqg, of Springfield, and had issue: 1, Robert, 2, Jonas
Wade, 3+ Fhebe 0, m, Henry beeker, 4, Harriet m. Alex,
Ballsy 5, James, and 6, Richard who d. 1848 aged 16 yrs.
0f theose sons, Robert, Jonas and Jamcs became merchants
in Fort Waync, Indiana, but Jonas rebturned to Elizabeth,
New Jersey., (Littell, clted abo¥e),
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his will, 15 March 1861, which was proved 8

March 1864, He devised to his son Jonas Townley

"my homestead house and lot of land comprising my
garden and out wyards, wlth all the ouildlngs.........
and the orchard on the northerly szde thereof, in all
about 20 acres lying in one body." After making
beguests o his other heirs, testator appointed his
sons Rovert W, and Jonas ¥, Townley as exescubors.

By deed of 20 April 1864, Robert! Townley,

a son and executor of Richard Townley last abovenamed,
conveyed to James B, Burnet of the City of Elizabeth,
five traebs of 1and, three of which were "part of the
homestead farm whereon the said Rlchard Townley formerly
lived." Burnet ang wife passed the titlo of thg same
tracts to Jonas W.! Towmley ( End son of Richard®) on 2
Hay 1864 in consideration of $4936,20,

Jonasg wade7 Townley last named, who thus
obtained the homestead on Morris Avenue, was residing
on a 4 acre lot at the corner of Broad Street and :
Salenm Avenue on 2 February 1889, the date of his will
(proved 26 March 1897) in which he deviges that house
and lot to hilg wife and son Jdonas Mortimer Townley
as tenants in commen.,. To the son he also devised
the several btracts obtained by the deed from James B.
Burnet cited above, belng the homestead farm on
Morris Avenue outgide the clty limits, in Union
Township, on which stood the house here coisldered.

Jonas MortimerS Townley, son and devisee
abovenamed, held {he property until 28 July 1926,
on which date he and his wife Helen N,., belng of
the city of Elizabeth, conveyed to Richard Townley
of same place, the homestead in Union Towmship as
developed into "Townley Manor", being on a lot
having a 325 foot frontage on the northeast sido
of Morris Avenue and 300 foot on the northwest side
of Lorrajine Averme. This grantee remaing as owner
and occupant at the time of our survey of the house.
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